News Release

US Army Corps Release# 01-04 Contact: Bobbie Galford
of Engineers «
Mississippi Valley Division For Release: April 25,2001 Phone: 601-634-5760

cemvd- mvd02.usace.army.mil

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fights Flood in
Upper Midwest

VI CKSBURG, M ss., April 25, 2001 -- The U.S. Arny
Corps of Engineers continues to work, alongside |ocal,
state and ot her federal agencies, to prevent and reduce
fl oodi ng due to snow nelt conbined with heavy spring
rains in the Upper Mdwest, primarily on the Red,

M nnesota and Upper M ssissippi rivers and their
principal tributaries.

The U. S. Coast Guard has cl osed the Upper
M ssi ssippi River to navigation from Upper St. Anthony
Falls, Mnneapolis, Mnn., at mle marker 860, to Lock
& Dam 16, East Muscatine, IIl., at mle marker 457. In
addition, the St. Croix River is closed frommle
mar ker 0, Prescott, Ws., to mle marker 26,
Stillwater, Mnn. The Corps and the Coast Guard work
together to determ ne hazardous condition criteria for
navi gati on.

t. Paul District

The Corps' St. Paul District continues to work with
the states of North Dakota, M nnesota, Wsconsin and
|l owa, the National Guard, several municipalities and
ot her federal agencies to mnimze the flooding.

Under Public Law 84-99 (Flood Control and Coast al
Enmergenci es) authority, the District has provided
assistance in the form of energency |evee construction
in the conmunities of Wahpeton, Fargo, G and Forks and
Penbi na, N.D., and Breckenridge, Mnn. To date, these
nmeasures have protected those comunities by extending
the |l evees to a height two feet above forecasted river
crests.



Under Public Law 84-99, the Corps of Engineers
provi des energency assistance for flood response and
post-fl ood response activities to save |lives and
prot ect devel oped property during or following a flood
or coastal storm Assistance to individual honeowners
or to agricultural land is not permtted under this
authority.

Levee work has al so been perforned on the M nnesota
Ri ver to protect Montevideo and Granite Falls, M nn.
and d en Haven, Ws., on the M ssissippi. Sandbaggi ng
of critical structures on the Upper M ssissippi has
al so been undert aken.

Previ ous work perforned in G and Forks, N.D., and
East G and Forks, Mnn., follow ng severe flooding in
1997, is expected to help protect those cities from
this spring's flood event.

As of April 24, the St. Paul District had provided
nore than 3.4 mllion sandbags, 74 punps and nore than
444 rolls of plastic sheeting to affected communities
along the rivers for flood fighting. A total of 320 St.
Paul District personnel were on |ocation supporting the
flood fight during the height of the event. Today
there are still approximately 30 people actively
wor ki ng enmer gency operations.

Locks are not expected to open to navigation until
early to mddle May at various |ocations. Locks wll
reopen when conditions are safe and water |evels
appropriate for operation.

The St. Paul District maintains a website that
i ncl udes val uabl e and up-to-date information on the
flood fighting effort, estimated | ock openi ng dates,
along with information and points of contact for other
prograns and operations. The web site address is:

WWV. nvp. usace. arny. m |

The Corps’ St. Paul district covers nore than
139, 000 square mles, including Mnnesota, Wsconsin,
Nort h Dakota, South Dakota and lowa. The District has
responsibility for 13 of the 29 |ocks and dans on the
M ssi ssi ppi River.

Rock Island District

The Corps' Rock Island District is supplenenting



state, county, city and village energency
flood-fighting efforts with needed supplies and
techni cal assi stance.

To assist affected comunities in fighting the
flood, the District has dispatched 28 flood area
engi neers throughout the projected flood region. Flood
area engi neers provide expert gui dance on construction
of sandbag | evees, flood-fighting techniques, flood
informati on and provide flood fight supplies as
necessary.

To date, the Corps has provided the follow ng fl ood
fight materials and equipnent: nore than 1.5 mllion
sandbags, nore than 1000 rolls of plastic sheeting, and
40 punps to affected communities.

The District is also providing the public with
i nformati on about current water |evels, |ock openings,
and National Wather Service predictions of future
| evel s through the following Internet site:

WWW. nvr . usace.arny. ml.

The Rock Island District has built major urban
fl ood-protection projects in nost of the Upper M dwest
on the M ssissippi River and they are working to
protect communities during this flood event. The
District’s flood area engi neers have been in the field
for nore than three weeks advi sing communities of the
pendi ng threat and providing technical assistance.

The District's jurisdiction covers nore than
78,000 square mles and includes 314 mles of the
M ssi ssippi River from Guttenberg, lowa, to Saverton,
Mb., and 268 nmiles of the Illinois Waterway from Lake
Street in downtown Chicago to the LaG ange Lock and
Dam sout hwest of Beardstown, I[I1.

. I Lt of .
The flooding that is affecting the Upper M ssissipp
River will not have nuch of an affect on the Lower
M ssi ssi ppi River.
“The Lower M ssissippi is sinply a bigger river,
whi ch gets nost of its flow fromthe Chio-Tennessee
river system” said Larry Banks, chief of hydraulics
for the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers’ Vicksburg
District.



The water will dissipate before it reaches the | ower
river, according to the National Wather Service. To
keep track of daily river stages along the |lower |ength
of the river, check out the websites at: St. Louis
District, ww.nvs.usace.arny.ml; Menphis District,
wWwv. nvm usace. arny. ml; Vicksburg District,
wwv. nvk. usace.arny. ml; or the New Ol eans District
website at www nvn.usace.arny. ml.

Cost s

More than $5 million of Flood Control and Coast al
Enmer genci es funds have been commtted to date in

support of state and local flood fight activities. It
is estimated that the St. Paul and Rock Island
di stricts have expended an additional $1.2 mllion from

their current year operations and mai ntenance (O&M
budgets for flood fighting efforts.

Summary

The Corps is closely nonitoring weat her conditions
in the upper Mdwest area during the next few weeks.
Addi tional rains may induce potential new crests on
al ready swollen rivers.

Corps officials caution communities to be aware of
changi ng weat her conditions and cl osely nonitor the
i npact of additional rain on flood protection already
in place.

The Corps continues to remain on alert to provide
addi ti onal technical assistance to conmunities as
needed.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Mssissippi Valley
Division (MVD), includes portions of 12 states and
enconpasses 370,000 square m | es.

The district offices that conduct the prograns and
activities overseen by the M ssissippi Valley Division
are | ocated

in St. Paul, Mnn.; Rock Island, Ill.; St. Louis, M.;
Menmphi s, Tenn.; Vicksburg, Mss.; and New Ol eans, La.

View pictures of St. Paul District's flood fight
efforts at:



\\ MWDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 1 01.]pg
Cutl i ne: GRANI TE FALLS, M NN. -- Gant R ddick, a

geologist with St. Paul District, with a nenber of the
M nnesota National Guard on the levee in Ganite Falls,
M nn. The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers' St. Paul
District authorized construction of the | evee along the
fl ooding Mnnesota River to protect the city of Ganite
Falls. The | evee used about 17,000 cubic yards of fill
material and clay. The water was 895.2 feet. Flood
stage is at 888 feet. Photo by Burch Communi cati ons.

\\ MWDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 2 01.] pg
Cutl i ne: GRANI TE FALLS, M NN -- "It's the finest sand

bag ring | evee ever constructed,"” said G ant Ri ddick,
geologist with the St. Paul District. Riddick and Ti nm
Rennecke, a park ranger with the St. Paul District,
started the ring | evee between m dnight and 1 a.m when
flood waters fromthe M nnesota River started to backup
into a stormsewer and into a residential nei ghborhood.
The city and the M nnesota National Guard topped off
the ring levee. Photo by Burch Communi cati ons.

\\ MWDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 3 01.] pg
Cutl i ne: GRANI TE FALLS, M NN. -- Gant R ddick, a

geologist with the St. Paul District, and Bob Silvagni,
St. Paul District Readi ness Branch, review construction
of the levee in G and Forks on the M nnesota R ver. The
| evee used about 17,000 cubic yards of fill material
and clay. The water was 895.2 feet. Flood stage is at
888 feet. Photo by Burch Communi cati ons.

\\ WDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 4 01.] pg
Cutl i ne: GRANI TE FALLS, M NN. -- Gant R ddick, a

geologist with the St. Paul District, placed a survey
level rod into a sandbag ring at a catch basin of an
ungated stormsewer at G anite Falls. The vehicle in
t he background bel ongs to the M nnesota Nati onal
Guard. Photo by Burch Communi cati ons.

\\ MWDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 5 01.] pg
Cutline: GRANITE FALLS, M NN. -- Douglas Crum a

geotechnical engineer with the St. Paul District (at
left), discusses the flood fight in Ganite Falls,
Mnn., with Gant Ri ddick, geologist with the St. Paul
District. CGumwas the area engineer for the M nnesota
Ri ver basin. Riddick was sub-area engi neer and based in
Granite Falls Enmergency Qperations Center for the

fl ood. Photo by Burch Communi cati ons.

\\ MWDI\ HOVE\ nvd\ PICS\WP Granite Falls 6 01. ] pg



Cutline: GRANITE FALLS, M NN. -- Bob Silvagni (left),
St. Paul District Readi ness Branch, discusses
fortifying the |l evee on the Mnnesota River in Ganite
Falls, Mnn., with Jeff Stanek, sub-area engi neer for
Mont evi deo, M nn. Photo by Burch Conmuni cati ons.

View pictures of Rock Island District's flood fight
efforts at:

\\ MvD1\ HOVE\ nvd\ PI CS\ WR Sandbag denp 01. | pg

Cutline: OQUAWA, ILL. -- A menber of the U S Arny
Corps of Engi neers' Energency Managenent team
denonstrates the proper procedure for filling

sandbags. The Corps frequently visits such sites to
assist the public's flood-fighting efforts as well as
provi di ng expert gui dance on constructing sandbag
| evees, flood-fighting techniques, flood information
and guidance. U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers photo.
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Cutline: MLINE, ILL. -- US. Arny Corps of Engineers
Enmer gency Managenent nenbers offer guidance to a nenber
of the public sandbagging at scene in Mdline, Ill. The

Corps frequently visits such sites to assist the
public's flood-fighting efforts as well as providing
expert gui dance on constructing sandbag | evees,

fl ood-fighting techniques, flood information and

gui dance. Photo by Mark Kane, U. S. Arny Corps of

Engi neers, Rock Island District Public Affairs Ofice.

\\ MvD1\ HOVE\ nvd\ PI CS\ WR Fl ood | nspection 01.]pg
Cutline: MOLINE, ILL. -- A nenber of the U S. Arny

Cor ps of Engi neers' Energency Managenent team inspects
the integrity of the public's sandbagging efforts in
Moline, Ill. The Corps frequently visits such sites to
assist the public's flood-fighting efforts as well as
provi di ng expert gui dance on constructing sandbag

| evees, flood-fighting techniques, flood information
and gui dance. Photo by Mark Kane, U. S. Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers, Rock Island District Public Affairs Ofice.

\\ MvD1\ HOVE\ nvd\ PI CS\ WR t he hand shake 01.] pg
Cutline: MAXLINE, ILL. -- US. Arny Corps of Engi neers



Enmer gency Managenent nenbers are exuberantly greeted by
a nmenber of the public after arriving at a sandbaggi ng
scene in Mdline, IlIl. The Corps frequently visits such
sites to assist the public's flood-fighting efforts as
wel | as providing expert gui dance on constructing
sandbag | evees, flood-fighting techniques, flood

i nformati on and gui dance. Photo by Mark Kane, U. S
Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District Public
Affairs Ofice.



